
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 22 February 2018] 

 p481a-482a 
Mr Shane Love; Mr Ben Wyatt 

 [1] 

MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE 

98. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the Treasurer’s comments yesterday on WA Regional Drive show with Barry Nicholls when he said that 
$8.7 million of state funding would be required to make Moora Residential College fire-safe and it is hard to justify 
keeping the facility open. 
(1) Will the Treasurer be honest with the people of Moora and regional Western Australia and table the report 

that he relied upon to make that statement and that shows that $8.7 million is required to make the 
Moora Residential College safe from fire? 

(2) What work, if any, has Treasury done on the socioeconomic impact of the government’s decision to 
defund Moora Residential College? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 
(1)–(2) I am not sure that I was quoted correctly. I said that $8.7 million is required to bring the building up to 

standard, which involves a range of work. As I think the Premier said last week when the member for 
Moore asked the Premier a range of questions on this issue, to be frank, that amount is not a quantity of 
money that we can justify spending on 27 students. That is not easy to say, but that is the reality. As 
I went through yesterday, because of things such as shoving an unwanted $16 million down the throat of 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder, we do not have $16 million to spend on other things. 

Ms S.F. McGurk: Like Moora. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Correct. We now have to find savings, which is difficult because some communities have 
become used to a spend amount that will no longer be there. When we had the debates on the gold royalty increase 
and the payroll tax increase on our state’s largest companies, both of which the National Party refused to support, 
I made this very clear. Indeed, I have critiqued the National Party for pulling out budget savings measures in its 
own budget. All these decisions have consequences. The Langoulant report highlights the consequences of the 
Nationals’ appalling time in government. The fact of the matter is through those various slush funds I went through 
last week, the member for Moore had $32 million spent in his electorate, some through local governments, and at 
no point did either the member or the local government want to spend any of that money on Moora Residential 
College. That is not me. That is simply the reality. I note today an interesting turn of events; the Leader of the 
Opposition is going to completely get rid of royalties for regions in the event the Liberal Party forms government. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: If I can channel a bit of Dennis Denuto, I am getting the vibe that there is some tension here. 
I am getting the vibe that all is not happy in the state of Denmark on this side of the house. Does the member for 
Moore support the Leader of the Opposition in that? 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: The Leader of the National Party says that it is not the National Party’s position. That is 
interesting. We in the Labor Party — 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leader of the House! If you want to be called, you are on the right path. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: That jazzed a bit of a reaction. I was surprised. Ultimately, it is clear now that only 
a Labor government will guarantee royalties for regions.   
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: That is the reality. Only a Labor government will guarantee the existence of royalties for 
regions. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: That is the reality and I know it burns deep inside the Leader of the National Party! That is the 
reality. Because of the fact that the National Party took money — 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: No, listen. It took money before — 
Mr R.S. Love: I don’t think Moora believes you! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: The people of Moora — 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Moora—no, Moore! 
Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I think the people of Moora will understand, once they have a chance to look through the 
Langoulant report, what the National Party did. 

Ms M.J. Davies: You don’t know what you’re talking about. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: We have to remember that you were the biggest user of those slush funds of all members 
of Parliament. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The Leader of the National Party gorged herself on that slush! For the people of Moora, as 
I said in this place when I sat opposite and while I have sat here, the National Party’s time in government will have 
fiscal consequences. I think I said there will be a financial reckoning, and that is now happening! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: There is $5 billion of unfunded expenditure! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Leader of the Opposition! 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Leader of the Opposition, our self-proclaimed, newly expressed fiscal hawk. I will never call 
the Leader of the Opposition a turkey, but I watched for a long period while he was on this side of the house and 
the man he became once he sat on the cabinet benches was very different from the man who forged a long career 
critiquing government and also very different from the man he has since become. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Madam Deputy Speaker, I just hope — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Madam Deputy Speaker, I am desperate to sit down, but I am going to keep talking on this if 
we keep going. I am quite happy to keep this ticking over to three o’clock if we have to. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Leader of the Opposition — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Leader of the Opposition — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, we need to get the Treasurer sitting down again; please be quiet. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Leader of the Opposition, as a man who was the Treasurer during a time that resulted in the 
findings of the Langoulant report, all I expect from you is a humiliated apology and moving on into quiet retirement. 
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